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F I R E F L Y  B O A R D S

ART DIRECTION
WITH AESTHETIC
BOARDS

I built an aesthetic asset board for 
Technicolor Fantastique, then used it to 
art-direct a posed portrait in Firefly Boards.

TECHNICOLOR FANTASTIQUE



D THE DESIGNER
TECHNICOLOR FANTASTIQUE

02 / 10

@D_the_Designer on X #AdobeFireflyAmbassadors #Ad
firefly.adobe.com/boards

T H E  P L A N

FROM REFERENCES TO FINAL IMAGE
The open canvas kept references, options, and decisions together as I art-directed one 
posed portrait.

01 Build the direction board 02 Select assets and palette

03 Load into Image References 04 Generate room options

05 Select a room 06 Compare character studies

07 Select a character study 08 Generate with the selections

09 Compare compositions 10 Choose and upscale the hero

WHY BOARDS The options and decisions stay visible together.
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S T E P  0 1  ·  D I R E C T I O N

TECHNICOLOR FANTASTIQUE
Technicolor Hollywood; 1950s–70s women’s pictures, melodramas and musicals; classic and 
Hammer horror; Giallo; 1960s pulp novels; and 1970s Gothic novel covers. I made AI image 
studies, asset sheets, and separate palettes from these influences as individual image-
generation references.
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S T E P S  0 2 – 0 3  ·  A S S E M B L E  T H E  R E F E R E N C E S

DRAG ASSETS FROM THE BOARD INTO IMAGE 
REFERENCES

The aesthetic board wasn’t a single reference image. It was a working library of individual 
assets, studies, and palettes. I dragged the specific objects, environmental references, and 
Blood Jewel palette I wanted into Image References, then generated the room studies from 
that selected set.

WHAT THE SCREENSHOT SHOWS
Six separate references loaded in one strip: the Blood Jewel palette card (outlined), skull, crystal ball, vanity furniture, tarot, and 
a scenic environment. The prompt calls for the palette by name: “Use provided Blood Jewel palette.”
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S T E P  0 4  ·  E X P L O R E

COMPARE ROOM OPTIONS
Using that selected reference stack, I generated six room drafts and compared composition, 
color, and mood.

ROOM PROMPT · SUMMARY
Create a richly saturated Gothic boudoir with oxblood velvet, peacock teal, amethyst, old gold, bone, and lacquer black. Include
velvet furnishings, an ornate vanity, candles, roses, perfume, jewelry, and tarot. Balance warm candlelight with cool teal 
shadows.
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S T E P  0 5  ·  S E L E C T

THE ROOM I SELECTED
I chose this interior as the setting for the gown studies and final portrait.
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S T E P  0 6  ·  E X P L O R E

COMPARE CHARACTER STUDIES
I compared five gown treatments against the selected room, looking for contrast in color, 
texture, and silhouette.
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S T E P  0 7  ·  S E L E C T

THE LOOK I SELECTED
I chose a version with a simple pale gown and strong contrast with the room, then isolated 
her from the background for new compositions. 
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S T E P  0 8  ·  G E N E R A T E

GENERATE FROM BOTH REFERENCES
I generated several variations from the selected room and character references, then 
compared the results on the board. 

Prompt:

Sensuous spooky image of woman with tarot cards and skull on that lounge. Slight blur in 
foreground left. Slight blur in background. 1970s occult gothic horror photography, 
technicolor
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S T E P S  0 9 – 1 0  ·  S E L E C T

COMPARE GENERATED COMPOSITIONS

The reclining close-up gives the pale gown the clearest contrast with the room. I upscaled it 
with Firefly’s Topaz Bloom model at 1080 and Low Creativity.

TRY IT NOW Direct your own visuals at firefly.adobe.com/boards


